Large artery dilation produced by converting enzyme inhibition in hypertension: therapeutic aspects.
Large artery dilation is produced by angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibition in hypertensive subjects despite a significant blood pressure reduction. The resulting increase in arterial compliance may be due both to blood pressure decrease and to arterial smooth muscle relaxation. In healthy volunteers and in hypertensive subjects, dosages causing large artery dilation seem to be higher than those causing pure arteriolar dilation with resulting blood pressure reduction. Similar findings have been noted to obtain compliance enhancement. Such results may be important in considering antihypertensive therapy, particularly when remodeling of the cardiovascular system is considered in long-term treatment.